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CHURCHES  AIDED  BY  THE  SOCIETY 

SINCE  1829  TO  PRESENT  TIUIE. 


*  MANHATTAN  CHURCH,  FROM  1833  TO  1847 


* 

CHURCH  IN  TWENTY-FIRST  ST., 

1839   "  1850 

t 

EVAN.  GER.  MISS.  CHURCH, 

1843  " 

X 

STANTON  ST.  CHURCH,  (LILLIE,) 

1844   M  1849 

\ 

MT.  PLEASANT  CHURCH,  (50th  St.,)  " 

1848  " 

\ 

SECOND  EVAN.  GER.  MISS.  CHURCH,  " 

1848  " 

t 

LIVINGSTON  CHURCH, 

1851  " 

t 

HOLLAND  MISSION, 

1851  " 

t 

CHURCH  ON  WASHINGTON  HEIGHTS,  " 

1853  " 

*  Need  no  further  aid. 

f  Still  under  tlie  care  of  the  Board. 

%  Is  connected  with  Presbyterian  body. 


Ctttfnttj-fjjirit  Slmrnnl  %tpxt 


Is  reviewing  the  operations  of  the  City  Missionary  Society 
of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church,  for  the  past  year, 
your  Board  of  Managers  find,  mingled  with  their  feelings  of 
responsibility,  much  cause  for  gratitude  to  the  Great  Head  of 
the  Church,  who  has  thus  far  sustained  them,  and  who  has 
blessed,  in  some  degree,  their  efforts  in  the  field  to  which  their 
energies  have  been  devoted.  It  is  true  that  our  Society  confines 
its  operations  to  our  own  city  and  its  immediate  suburbs; 
but  (in  the  language  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Fisher)  ult  is  here,  in  this 
throbbing  heart  of  the  nation,  where  exists  the  commercial, 
intellectual,  and  moral  power,  which  like  leaven  in  meal,  makes 
itself  felt  to  the  limits  of  our  vast  territories.  It  is  here  I  would, 
more  than  all,  establish  the  Gospel ;  and  I  give  it  to  you,  as 
my  most  deliberate  and  earnest  belief,  that  no  claims,  no  people, 
no  interests,  wherever  or  whatever  they  are,  should  be  allowed 
at  the  present  time  to  take  precedence  of  the  work  of  evange- 
lizing our  own  city.  I  place  this  work  before  and  above  the 
conversion  of  the  heathen,  the  reform  of  Catholic  Europe,  or 
the  evangelization  of  any  other  portion  of  America,  whether 
east  or  west.  And  I  hold  also  the  opinion,  that  in  this  work 
the  character  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  binds  it  upon 
her  born  or  adopted  sons,  to  take  their  places  with  the  most 
zealous,  wise,  and  pure." 

Your  Board  of  Managers  seek  not  to  tell,  in  glowing  phrases, 
what  the  Lord  hath  permitted  to  be  accomplished  through  the 
instrumentality  of  our  organization ;  but  trust  to  its  intrinsic 
merits  to  commend  it  to  the  hearts  and  consciences  of  the  fol- 
lowers of  Christ  and  the  lovers  of  his  kingdom.  It  operates 
upon  the  very  community  in  which  we  dwell,  and  the  improve- 
ment of  which  is  of  the  most  momentous  consequence  to  all 
we  hold  most  dear  in  private,  political,  or  religious  life. 

The  good  results  arising  from  the  labors  of  our  Society  may 
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not  be  immediately  apparent ;  but  in  supplying  the  Gospel  to 
neighborhoods,  which  have  previously  been  destitute  of  sanc- 
tuary privileges,  and  of  which  the  population,  from  the  necessi- 
ties of  the  case,  is  transitory  in  its  character,  such  knowledge 
of  the  word  of  God  is  made  known,  and  such  religious  impres- 
sions are  imparted,  as  shall  produce  fruit  to  the  glory  of  Him 
who  has  chosen,  by  the  foolishness  of  preaching,  to  bring  many 
souls  to  Christ. 

The  following  extracts  from  the  reports  of  the  several 
Missionaries,  to  our  Board,  will  give  a  more  distinct  view  of 
the  results  of  the  past  year's  labors : 

German  Evangelical  Mission  Church,  Eev.  J.  C.  Guldln. 

In  presenting  our  annual  report,  we  deem  it  proper  to  fur- 
nish a  condensed  statement  of  our  church  matters,  from  years 
further  back  than  the  present. 

You  are  aware  that  this  church  has  been  made  a  Mission 
Church  by  the  Classis  of  New- York,  in  connection  with  the 
Eeformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church.  It  was  organized  on  the 
27th  of  October  1839.  The  Eev.  Mr.  Eudy,  deceased,  whose 
praise  still  remains  in  all  the  churches,  then  was  the  pastor ; 
he  with  160  members  took  his  dismission  from  the  German  Ee- 
formed Church,  and  connected  himself  with  the  church  with 
which  we  hold  our  present  relation.  Brother  Eudy  remained 
the  pastor  of  the  congregation  until  he  died,  in  the  early  part 
of  the  year  1842.  Up  to  that  time,  we  find  on  the  records  of 
the  church,  that  375  members  had  been  regularly  received  into 
its  communion,  from  the  time  of  its  commencement,  including 
the  160  members  who  brought  their  letters,  and  who  were 
received  at  the  time  of  the  organization  in  1839.  In  the  year 
1842,  in  May,  the  present  pastor  took  charge  of  the  church; 
he  found  it  in  a  prosperous  condition.  The  church-edifice  had 
been  completed  through  the  indefatigable  labors  of  the  previous 
pastor.  The  Collegiate  Eeformed  Dutch  Church  leased  the 
ground  on  which  the  building  is  erected,  for  twenty-one  years,  at 
the  nominal  rent  of  $1,  while  the  members  of  the  Eeformed  Dutch 
Church,  and  of  other  denominations  generally,  contributed 
liberally  toward  the  erection  of  the  building.  Since  the  year 
1842,  the  present  pastor  has  been  a  considerable  part  of  his 
time  afflicted  by  sickness,  and  rendered  incapable  of  attending 
to  the  extensive  pastoral  duties  required  in  this  church,  until 
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for  the  several  last  years,  when,  through  the  blessing  of  God, 
his  health  has  been  much  restored.  Notwithstanding,  however, 
his  oft  infirmities,  God  has  been  pleased  not  to  leave  his  feeble 
labors  without  some  seal.  Since  his  settlement  among  his  dear 
people,  568  persons  were  regularly  received  into  the  church,  so 
that  the  sum  total  of  those  received  into  this  church  since  its 
organization,  fourteen  years  ago,  is  943. 

It  will  be  seen  from  this  statement,  that  if  it  were  not  for 
the  fact  of  our  church  being  composed  chiefly  of  emigrants 
from  Germany,  (their  children  born  here  excepted,)  a  people 
in  the  nature  of  the  case  floating,  our  church-building,  ere 
this  time,  would  have  been  too  small.  Except  a  minority  of 
the  substantial  members  of  the  church,  the  mass  are  constantly 
moving.  "Were  it  not  for  this  fact,  and  the  fact  that  our  people, 
but  with  some  few  exceptions,  are  not  persons  of  much  means, 
we  would,  long  ere  this,  have  been  placed  beyond  the  need  of 
foreign  aid. 

To  illustrate  our  position,  I  will  state  the  case  of  the  present 
year;  that  is,  the  year  from  the  3d  Tuesday  of  April,  1852,  to 
the  3d  Tuesday  of  April,  1853.  We  have  received  into  the 
communion  of  the  church,  53  persons.    We  have  dismissed : 

To  the  Eeformed  Dutch  Church  at  New  Brooklyn,  6 
"     2d  Germ.  Eef.  Dutch  Ch.  "  New- York,  6 

a  (<        a         u         (i     a  u  a 

"  3d  Eeform.  Dutch  Ch.  "  New-Brunswick,  7 
"  German  Beformed  Church,  Springboro,  Ohio,  8 
"     Collegiate  Beformed  Dutch  Church,  1 

39 

Besides  these,  others  have  moved  away  who  will  ask  their 
dismission.  From  this,  our  own  position  will  be  clearly  seen. 
We,  in  some  sense,  by  these  results,  are  the  losers';  but  we 
trust  the  general  interests  of  the  Bedeemer's  kingdom  have  no 
loss.  If  God  in  this  instance  has  so  ordered  it,  that  souls  are 
sent  out  from  us  who  are  the  means  of  planting  churches  in 
other  places,  it  is  entirely  in  accordance  with  the  design  and 
the  commission  he  gave  the  Church. 

Our  Sabbath-school,  consisting  of  two  departments,  German 
and  English,  is  in  a  nourishing  condition.  In  the  instruction 
of  the  children  in  the  English  department,  we  are  aided  by  kind 
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members  of  English,  churches.  Our  children,  from  five  years 
and  upward,  are  regularly  catechized  on  a  week-day. 

During  the  past  year,  we  had  constant  indications  of  the 
Divine  favor.  We  cannot  speak  of  any  extraordinary  out- 
pourings of  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God  ;  but  souls  were  hopefully 
converted  from  time  to  time.  It  is  a  matter  of  delightful 
encouragement,  that  the  pastor  in  his  study  has  been  visited 
from  time  to  time  by  souls,  who,  under  the  load  of  their  sins, 
desired  him  to  instruct  them  and  to  pray  writh  them.  May 
God  grant  us  the  day  when  no  sermon  can  be  preached,  in  our 
regular  worship,  but  that  sinners  are  converted.  It  is  very 
certain  that,  when  sinners  are  converted,  the  church  is  edified. 

Our  collections  for  benevolent  objects  during  the  past  year 

have  amounted  to   -   §208  00 

And  we  have  paid  on  the  debt  of  the  Church ....      600  00 

$808  00 

The  internal  state  of  our  church  is  in  a  pleasant  and  en- 
couraging condition.  It  becomes  us  to  acknowledge,  in  deep 
humility,  the  goodness  of  God  towards  us  as  a  church. 

Mount- Pleasant  Reformed  Dutch  Church. 
Extracts  from  the  Report  of  the  Pastor,  Rev.  Chas.  M.  Jameson, 
April  18,  1853. — We  are  much  indebted  to  your  excellent  So- 
ciety for  past  aid,  and  I  am  happy  to  say,  what  will  be  pleasing 
to  you  to  learn,  that  though  we  have  had  difficulties  and  trials, 
yet,  under  the  blessing  of  God,  this  little  Zion  has  been,  and  is 
still,  making  steady  though  slow  progress.  The  congregation  is 
growing  larger ;  the  attendance  is,  perhaps,  better  than  it  has 
ever  been,  notwithstanding  the  streets  in  that  section  of  our  city 
are  in  a  very  bad  situation  ;  and  Fiftieth  street,  in  particular,  was 
being  graded  during  the  whole  of  the  past  winter,  which  ren- 
dered it  often  almost  impossible  to  get  to  the  church.  As  the 
season  advances,  however,  these  things  improve ;  the  walking  is 
becoming  good,  and  the  attendance  at  the  church  also  increasing. 
From  past  and  present  indications,  it  is  my  opinion,  as  well  as  that 
of  many  of  the  brethren,  that  our  church,  though  just  enlarged 
by  the  liberality  of  the  Hon.  James  W.  Beeoian,  so  as  to 
contain  about  350  persons,  will  be  filled  during  the  coming 
season.  God  grant  our  expectations  may  be  realized ;  and 
that  pure  and  undefiled  religion,  as  it  is  before  God  and  the 
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Father,  may  gain  ground  and  prevail  daily  more  and  more, 
until  this  whole  earth  shall  be  filled  with  the  knowledge  of 
God  and  his  Christ ! 

At  our  last  communion,  first  Sabbath  in  April,  we  were 
rejoiced  to  admit  six  souls  to  the  privileges  of  the  Church. 

As  to  the  importance  of  our  situation,  I  suppose  all  are 
agreed ;  a  more  important  location  I  do  not  believe  exists  in 
the  city,  whether  it  be  viewed  with  reference  to  the  spread  of 
the  Dutch  Church  in  particular,  or  as  affording  an  interesting- 
field  of  large  Christian  usefulness.  There  is  abundant  work 
to  be  done  here.  When  my  predecessor  established  this 
church,  he  found  the  neighborhood  perfectly  destitute  of  reli- 
gious privileges,  and  the  people  not  disposed  to  attend  upon 
the  services  of  the  sanctuary  at  all ;  but  by  patient  and  en- 
during labor  he  awakened  some  interest,  introduced  a  better 
state  of  things,  and  induced  the  habit  among  many,  of  regu- 
larly seeking  God's  house  of  worship,  and  in  my  short  ex- 
perience I  have  seen  some  changes  for  the  better  in  this 
particular. 

The  neighborhood  is  rapidly  filling  up,  and  will  soon 
become  very  important  and  populous.  We  have  the  advan- 
tage of  having  been  the  first  to  occupy  the  field,  and  our 
church,  I  have  every  reason  to  believe,  is  popular  among  the 
residents  and  its  prosperity  cannot  be  easily  interfered  with. 
It  does  not  increase  in  numbers  as  rapidly  as  might  be  ex- 
pected, from  the  fact,  that  we  suffer  greatly  from  removals,  so 
that  at  present  our  additions  little  more  than  supply  the  places 
made  vacant  by  removals  and  deaths.  We  shall,  therefore, 
still  stand  in  need  of  your  generous  aid,  and  I  trust  that  the 
money  expended  on  this  enterprise  will  be  productive  of  much 
good,  and  result,  in  a  short  time,  in  producing  a  large  and 
useful  church. 

During  the  past  year,  the  Fiftieth  Street  Church  has  been 
greatly  enlarged,  so  as  to  contain  nearly,  if  not  quite,  double 
the  number  that  could  previously  be  comfortably  accommo- 
dated, and  the  interior  has  been  refitted  at  a  considerable 
expense. 

Livingston  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  Eev.  A.  Lloyd. 

Pastor's  Report,  January  19,  1853. — The  past  year  has  been 
one  of  labor  not  unattended  with  success.    Our  efforts  have 
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been  regular  and  constant,  without  being  accompanied  by  any 
of  those  remarkable  or  stirring  incidents  which  are  sometimes 
sought  after  in  similar  records ;  yet  by  the  Divine  blessing 
upon  oar  quiet  and  unobtrusive  exertions,  we  have  the  gratify- 
ing evidence  of  our  advancement. 

Since  the  first  of  May  last,  our  services  have  been  held  in 
the  chapel  of  the  K  Y.  Institution  for  the  Blind.  The  attend- 
ance has  been  good,  has  generally  increased,  and  appears  of 
a  more  permanent  character  than  at  the  beginning.  Including 
the  members  of  the  Institution,  our  audience  is  never  less  than 
one  hundred  persons,  and  varies  from  this  up  to  three  hundred 
according  to  circumstances,  the  usual  number  being  about  two 
hundred  and  fifty. 

Our  number  of  church-members  has  increased  to  thirty -five, 
several  of  these  having  been  for  years  residents  of  this  part  of 
the  city,  wandering  as  sheep  without  a  shepherd,  because 
there  was  no  church  of  our  denomination  within  a  convenient 
distance,  to  which  they  could  present  their  certificates. 

We  are  also  not  without  the  evidence  of  the  presence  of  the 
Spirit,  though  it  is  not  as  manifest  as  we  could  desire.  One 
person  has  connected  herself  with  us  by  profession  of  her  faith. 
There  are  also  several  cases  known  to  us,  where  individuals 
are  concerned  for  their  spiritual  welfare,  and  are  seeking  life 
in  Christ.  We  have  labored  as  opportunity  afforded,  from 
house  to  house,  and  especially  among  the  sick.  We  have  not 
been  able  to  devote  as  much  attention  to  this  kind  of  work  as 
Ave  could  desire,  from  the  fact  that  no  inconsiderable  portion  of 
our  time  and  energy  has  been  applied  to  the  collection  of 
funds  for  a  church-edifice.  Considering  the  limited  time  Ave 
have  been  able  to  devote,  a  good  degree  of  success  has  crowned 
our  efforts.  Thus  far  the  funds  subscribed  amount  to  about 
$4,800,  a  portion  of  AArhich  has  been  paid  in,  and  is  noAv  upon 
interest  subject  to  our  call. 

The  procurement  of  an  edifice  Ave  regard  as  a  matter  of  the 
first  importance  in  respect  to  our  speedy  and  groAving  useful- 
ness in  this  vicinity;  we  regret  that  this  object  necessarily 
occupies  much  of  the  time  of  your  missionary,  which  he  feels 
should  be  devoted  to  the  direct  work  of  his  ministry. 

In  consequence  of  the  greatness  of  this  Avork,  and  the 
numerous  expenses  always  attending  a  neAv  enterprise,  the 
feeble  resources  of  our  small  band  will  probably  be  heavily 
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taxed  for  some  time  to  come ;  on  this  account  we  shall  need 
your  aid,  the  coming  year,  to  the  same  liberal  extent  which 
you  afforded  during  the  past.  Our  hope  is,  that  this  vineling, 
under  your  fostering  care,  will  speedily  grow  to  be  a  large  and 
thrifty  vine — to  the  glory  of  the  Master. 

This  congregation  has  recently  removed  to  a  temporary 
edifice,  erected  by  them  at  a  cost  of  about  five  hundred  dollars, 
situated  on  the  Ninth  Avenue  near  Thirty-third  Street,  they 
having  leased  property,  for  that  purpose,  for  two  years. 

From  the  increasing  interest  manifested  towards  these  two 
last-mentioned  enterprises  by  the  neighborhoods  in  which 
they  are  situated,  and  the  extension  of  the  thickly-settled  por- 
tion of  the  city  in  the  directions  of  their  locations,  the  Board 
may  reasonably  indulge  the  hope  that  they  will  be,  ere  long, 
self-sustaining  churches,  and  will  return  many-fold;  to  the 
cause  of  Christ,  for  the  assistance  now  afforded  them. 

Second  German  Evangelical  Church,  Rev.  A.  Berky. 

In  our  last  report,  we  advised  you  of  having  secured  the 
services  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Berky  to  labor  among  the  German 
population  of  our  city,  and  to  carry  on  the  enterprise  of  the 
Second  German  Evangelical  Mission  Church.  That  gentleman 
entered  upon  the  field  of  his  duties  on  the  20th  day  of  July 
last.  In  his  first  report  to  the  Board  of  Managers,  Sept.  14th, 
he  says,  "That  on  account  of  the  long  vacancy  of  this  mission, 
and  the  continuance  of  Mr.  Stein's  preaching  in  the  same  place 
and  to  the  same  people,  there  was  from  present  appearances 
nothing  left  of  the  former  enterprise  but  the  name.  It  became, 
therefore,  necessary  to  procure  and  fit  up  a  new  place  and  to 
make  the  arrangements  necessary  to  carry  on  this  enterprise. 
Brother  Guldin  kindly  assisted  me  in  this,  and  had  already  a 
hall  in  view,  which  we  rented ;  although  it  is  for  various 
reasons  not  as  suitable  as  it  should  be,  it  was  the  best  we  could, 
get.  It  is  situated  on  Ridge  near  Broome  street.  As  soon  as 
this  place  was  fitted  up  for  worship,  we  had  a  notice  pub- 
lished in  two  of  the  German  papers,  stating  my  appointment 
as  missionary  of  the  Second  German  Evangelical  Mission 
Church,  and  that  the  Rev.  Mr.  Guldin  would  open  the  mission 
by  preaching  on  the  following  Sabbath,  (Aug.  1,)  and  give  the 
necessary  information  respecting  this  enterprise.  The  meeting 
however,  was  but  small,  as  the  church-going  Germans  in  the 
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vicinity  no  doubt  attended  their  usual  places  of  worship  ;  and 
the  others  are  not  easily  moved,  in  their  careless  state,  to  attend 
church.  The  following  week  we  had  one  hundred  notices 
published  in  the  shape  of  handbills,  and  pasted  up  in  conspicuous 
places  in  the  vicinity  of  the  hall,  and  six  hundred  smaller 
notices  which  I  pasted  on  religious  tracts  and  distributed ;  but 
still  we  failed  in  getting  a  congregation  out  on  the  following 
Sabbath.  It  was  evident  then  that  a  special  effort  was  required 
to  collect  a  congregation.  The  course  of  labor,  therefore,  that 
I  have  since  adopted,  is  to  visit  from  house  to  house  to  distri- 
bute the  notices  with  the  tracts  ;  besides,  to  give  the  families  a 
personal  invitation,  and,  wherever  it  is  practicable,  to  enter 
into  a  religious  conversation  with  them.  Thus  I  have  suc- 
ceeded in  getting  a  small  congregation  out  every  Sabbath,  of 
which  six  families,  that  were  not  heretofore  in  connection 
with  txiij  church  since  they  are  in  this  city,  attend  regularly 
and  take  an  interest  in  our  enterprise,  and  give  us  hopes  that 
they  will  become  useful  members. 

On  the  first  Sunday  in  November,  this  congregation,  having 
procured  a  more  commodious  room  on  Avenue  D,  near  Fourth 
street,  met  for  worship  in  their  new  location,  since  which  time 
the  meetings  have  been  better  attended,  and  there  has  been 
greater  interest  manifested  in  the  enterprise.  On  the  13th 
December  last,  they  were  organized,  by  a  Committee  of  the 
South  Classis  of  New  York,  into  a  church  consisting  of  twenty 
members,  four  of  whom  were  received  on  certificate  from  Mr. 
Griildin's  church,  and  sixteen  on  confession  of  their  faith. 

A  Sabbath-school  was  commenced  about  this  time,  at  first 
with  only  four  scholars;  but  which  at  present  numbers  nearly 
fifty.  In  relation  to  this  school  the  pastor,  in  his  report  of 
March  1-Mi,  says,  the  attendance  of  the  pupils  is  as  regular 
as  can  be  expected  under  their  circumstances ;  many  are  poorly 
clad,  and  are,  on  that  account,  in  unpleasant  and  cold  weather, 
prevented  from  attending.  The  Sunday-school  Board  has 
kindly  supplied  us  with  English  books,  but  what  we  yet  need 
is  several  teachers  for  the  English  classes.  May  the  Lord 
put  it  in  the  hearts  of  some  to  come  to  our  help.  Much  is 
gained  for  the  future  welfare  of  the  country  and  the  church, 
if  we  can  bring  the  rising  generation  of  the  emigrant  popula- 
tion under  a  proper  religious  training,  and  if  we  get  the 
children  to  the  church,  we  will  also  get  many  of  the  parents. 
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Since  my  report  of  January  17th,  we  have  received  two 
members,  heads  of  families.  These  men  were  professors  of 
religion  in  their  fatherland,  and  still  possessed  a  religions 
feeling ;  bnt  being  strangers  in  a  foreign  land,  and  oppressed 
by  poverty,  with  hardly  clothing  fit  to  wear  on  the  Sabbath, 
they  neglected  to  seek  a  place  of  worship,  where  they  could 
unite  with  other  Christians  in  worshiping  God,  until  they  were, 
through  missionary  labors,  brought  into  fellowship  with  the 
church,  and  give  us  hopes  of  their  becoming  useful  members. 
Some  others  are  expecting  soon  to  unite  with  us.  May  the 
blessing  of  God  rest  upon  this  mission  to  the  glory  of  his 
name  and  the  edification  of  his  church. 

The  Holland  Mission. 

The  mission  among  the  Hollanders  continues  to  receive  the 
fostering  care  of  this  Society.  Mr.  J.  G. -Hoffman,  to  whose 
charge  it  is  confided,  has  labored  with  zeal  and  energy  in  its 
behalf.  He  has  during  the  past  year  been  engaged,  under  the 
direction  of  the  American  Tract  Society,  in  the  translation, 
from  English  into  the  Holland  language,  of  two  small  volumes, 
and  several  tracts,  for  the  use  of  his  countrymen,  which,  when 
published,  were  entrusted  to  him  for  sale  and  distribution 
among  that  class  of  our  population.  In  the  execution  of  these 
duties,  an  excellent  opportunity  was  afforded  him  of  visiting 
among  the  Hollanders  at  their  own  residences,  and  holding 
conversations  with  them  upon  religious  subjects. 

Sabbath  afternoon  and  evening  services  have  been  regularly 
maintained  during  the  year,  and  the  Rev.  Drs.  DeWitt  and 
Marselus  have  kindly  offered  to  preach  for  this  people  once  a 
month,  alternately,  by  which  means  we  trust  that  they  may  be 
awakened  to  new  spiritual  life  and  the  best  interests  of  their 
immortal  souls. 

Carmansville  Station. 

The  latest  enterprise,  to  the  support  of  which  we  have  had 
the  privilege  of  contributing,  is  the  new  station  established  at 
Carmansville,  under  the  pastoral  care  of  the  Rev.  Charles 
Whitehead. 

Early  in  February,  a  number  of  gentlemen,  residing  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  10th  Avenue  and  152nd  Street,  organized 
themselves  into  a  board  of  trustees  for  the  purpose  of  securing 
the  services  of  a  missionary,  and  building  up  a  church  of  our 
denomination  in  that  neighborhood. 
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The  population  of  the  place  is  about  1200,  and  is  rapidly 
increasing.  There  were  no  places  of  worship  in  the  vicinity, 
excepting  an  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  there  was  no  regular 
service,  and  which  was  offered  for  sale,  and  a  small  Wesleyan 
Methodist  Chapel.  On  the  15th  of  the  same  month,  the  board 
of  trustees  extended  an  invitation  to  the  Eev.  Charles  White- 
head to  labor  among  them  in  furtherance  of  the  enterprise. 

Mr.  Whitehead,  having  received  strong  convictions  that  a 
very  promising  field  of  usefulness  was  opened  at  Carmansville, 
and  being  gratified  with  the  zeal  and  energy  with  which  the 
friends  of  the  enterprise  had  embarked  in  it,  resolved  to  accept 
the  appointment  from  the  1st  of  March. 

The  first  service  of  this  congregation  was  held,  on  the  first 
Sabbath  of  March,  in  the  Methodist  Chapel.  On  the  17th  of 
April,  they  met  in  their  own  room,  corner  of  10th  Avenue  and 
152nd  Street,  which  they  had  in  the  meanwhile  procured  and 
fitted  up  for  that  purpose,  at  an  expense  of  about  $800.  It  is 
situated  in  the  third  story,  over  a  store,  and  will  afford  accom- 
modation for  about  two  hundred  persons. 

The  first  two  Sabbaths  after  occupying  their  new  place  of 
worship,  were  very  stormy,  and  yet  they  were  gratified  by  a 
much  larger  attendance  than  could  reasonably  have  been 
expected.  On  the  third  Sabbath,  there  were  sixty  persons 
present. 

There  are  at  present  twenty-five  families  comprised  in  the 
congregation,  of  whom  twelve  to  fourteen  are  professors  of 
religion.  A  Sabbath-school  has  been  organized,  which  at  the 
last  report  contained  twenty-two  scholars,  and  promises  well. 
A  small  library  has  been  procured,  and  an  increasing  interest 
is  manifested  in  the  subject. 

The  friends  of  the  enterprise  feel  greatly  encouraged,  and 
trust,  with  the  blessing  of  God,  their  labors  will  be  successful 
in  building  up  a  strong  tower  in  Zion. 


By  the  foregoing,  it  will  be  perceived,  that  no  inconsiderable 
portion  of  the  means  entrusted  to  our  care,  has  been  devoted  to 
the  religious  instruction  of  the  immigrant  population.  The 
peculiar  advantages  of  our  city  bring  annually  to  these  shores 
large  numbers  of  foreigners,  who  are  thus  thrown  by  Provi- 
dence within  the  sphere  of  our  influence.  And  when  it  is 
considered,  that  to  a  great  extent  they  are  ignorant  of  true 
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religion,  and  that  the  character  of  our  institutions  gives  to 
them  and  their  descendants  political  as  well  as  moral  influence 
of  vast  magnitude,  the  importance  of  bringing  them  under  pro- 
per religious  instruction  cannot  be  too  highly  estimated. 

Still  we  trust  that  we  have  not  neglected  to  improve  such 
opportunities  as  may  have  been  afforded  for  the  extension  of 
our  Keformed  Zion  among  "those  to  the  manor  born,"and  have 
reason  to  hope  that  neighborhoods,  hitherto  destitute  of  sanc- 
tuary privileges,  may  have  reason  to  thank  the  Great  Giver  of 
all  good,  that  he  has  raised  up  this  Association  as  an  instrument 
for  supplying  their  spiritual  necessities. 

RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES. 

The  receipts  for  the  past  year  (including  $ 229.45  balance  in 

the  Treasury  at  the  last  report)  have  been  -       -       -       $2,01*7  01 
Expenditures  for  the  same  period  2,017  01 

Leaving  a  balance  due  the  missionaries  of  $178.00. 

For  details  of  which  see  Treasurer's  Keport. 

Our  appropriations,  thus  far,  for  the  ensuing  year,  are  as 
follows : 

To  the  Mount-Pleasant  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  Rev.  C.  M. 

Jameson,  $400  00 

To  the  Livingston  Reformed  Dutch  church,  Rev.  A.  Lloyd,  500  00 
To  the  Carmansville  Reformed  Dutch  church,  Rev.  C.  Whitehead,  500  00 
To  the  German  Evangelical  Mission  church,  Rev.  J.  C.  Guldin,  250  00 
To  the  Second  German  Evangelical  Mission  churchjRev.A.Berkey,  500  00 
To  the  Holland  Mission,  (Six  months  at  $150  per  annum,)  Mr.  J. 

G.  Hoffman,   75  00 

Total  thus  far,  $2,225  00 

Gratified  with  the  success  which  has  hitherto  attended  their 
efforts,  and  the  confidence  which  has  been  placed  in  the  City 
Missionary  Society  by  our  beloved  Keformed  Dutch  Church,  its 
managers  cannot  close  this,  their  Twenty -third  Annual  Keport, 
without  an  expression  of  sincere  thankfulness  to  the  numerous 
patrons  and  friends  of  the  Society,  who  have  from  time  to  time 
contributed  to  its  welfare  ;  and  of  profound  gratitude  to  the  Su- 
preme Kuler  of  all  our  acts,  without  whose  blessing  it  is  in  vain 
to  look  for  success.    By  order. 

Gustavus  A.  Brett,  Secretary. 

New- York,  May  18th,  1853. 
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Benson,  Robert,  $3  00 

l'.hikeley,  William,   5  00 

Bogardus,  William,   5  00 

Briockerhoff,  Miss  M.  G.,  5  00 

Brown,  J.  T.,  1  00 

Buck,  Robert,   3  00 

Cash,  (.Misses  B.,)  10  00 

Cash,  (P.  B.,)   5  00 

Cash,  (W.  C.B.,)  15  00 

Carlisle,  Mrs.,   1  00 

Centre,  A.  II.,   5  00 

Cole,  Barny,   1  00 

Denison,  John,   5  00 

De  Witt,  R.  M.,   1  00 

De  Witt,  William,   1  00 

Be  Witt,  Miss  Victoria, ..  1  00 

De  Witt,  Miss  Clara,          1  00 

Dougherty,  Henry,   1  00  | 


Dunshee,  Samuel,   5  00 

Dunshee,  James,   2  00 

Duryee,  Mrs.  M.  A.  C        1  00 

Dorsett,  Robert,   1  00 

Everitt,  N.  C,   1  00 

Faulkner,  J.  C,   1  00 

Fisher,  Daniel,   4  00 

Flandrau,  A.,  jr.,  2  00 

Gray,  Miss,   1  00 

Hay  ward,  William  B......  5  00 

H.,  W.  J  ,   1  00 

Hasbrouck,  J.  L ,  5  00 

i  Jackson,  Georee  T.,  3  00 

Kneeland,  F.  L.,   1  00 

Liuenthall,  L,  15  00 

Little,  Charles  S.,  25  00 

I  Monroe,  E.,   3  00 

I  Ortley,  Misses,   3  00 


Pardee,  Mr.,   1  00 

Polhamus,  Mrs.,   1  CO 

Rice  &  Mclntvre,   1  00 

Stewart,  D.  Jackson,  ....  10  00 

Stewart,  John,  jr.,  25  00 

Southard,  Mr   3  00 

Titus,  William  If.,  10  00 

Townsend,  William  W.,..  2  00 

Van  Riper,  Mrs   1  00 

Van  Wagenen,  Mrs.,  10  00 

Van Wagenen,  Win.  M.,..  2  0(1 

Van  Wyck,  Charles,  25  CO 

Van  Zandt,  .Mrs.,  3  00 

Vermilye,  J.,   3  00 

Ward,  James,  2  Oo 

White,  John  P.,   1  00 

Wilson,  Mrs.  Gifford,  ....  1  00 
Young,  Isaac,  5  00 
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Anderson,  Mrs.  S.  W., .  ..10  00 

Amerman,  Richard,  5  00 

Amerman,  P.,  2  00 

Anderson,  Dr.  James,. . .  .10  00 

Allen,  Gilbert,   3  00 

Bogardus,  A  10  00 

Beadle,  Dr.  E.  L.,  5  00 

Brouwer,  T  A.,   3  00 

Brouwer,  Jacob,  5  00 

Beckley,  S.  W.,  10  00 

Cah.  une,  William,   3  00 

Calhoune,  J.  C,   5  00 

Cash,  (F.  T.  L.,)   5  00 

Cash,  (A.  H.  M..)  3  00 

Cash,  (E.  A.,)...  20  00 

Cash,  (P.  V.  Z.  L.,)  15  00 

Cash,  (C.  J.  L.,)  10  00 

Cash,  (L.  M  ,)  5  00 

Clark,  Edwin,  5  00 

Coursen,  Mrs.  and  Miss,.  .15  00 

De  Motte,  M.,   5  00 

Earle,  Thomas,  3  00 

Forman,  L.  G.,   2  00 


|  Greene,  M.  C,   5  00 

1  Gilbert,  Clinton,  10  00 

'  Hitchcock,  Cyrus,  5  00 

i  Hunter,  C.  F.,  5  00 

;  Heyer,  Mrs.  Isaac,   2  00 

Hitchcock,  William  R.,... 10  00 

j  Haight,Mrs.  D.  L.,   5  00 

Jeremiah  T.,  5  00 

I  Jones,  A.  S   3  00 

I  Jackson,  Nathan,   3  00 

Jackson,  Dr.  Wm.  II.,..  .10  00 

Kissam,  Miss,   5  00 

Knox,  J.  M.,   5  00 

Lefferts,  Mrs.,  10  00 

;  Livingston,  Mrs   5  00 

Luqueer,  J.  A.  &  R.  S  ,.  .5  00 

I  Lindsley,  C.  F.,  20  00 

Nielson,  Dr.  John,   10  00 

;  Oothout,  William,  10  00 

1  Oliver,  J.  D.,  5  00 

i  Oothout,  J.,  15  00 

;  Phyfe,  James,  3  00 

|  Roosevelt,  C.  V.  S.,  25  00 


Remsen,  Miss  C,  5  00 

Robertson,  J.  A  ,  15  00 

Sturges,  Jonathan,  25  0o 

Scofield,  William  H,    5  CO 

Smith,  Gamaliel  G.,  25  00 

Smith,  Mrs.  G.  G.,  5  00 

Sluyter,W.  R.,   2  00 

Saltus,  Francis,  10  00 

Schell,  Robert,   10  CO 

Smith,  Edward,   5  00 

Stitt,  George,   3  00 

Van  Nest,  Abraham,  25  0<> 

Vermilye,  William  M.,.. .  5  CO 

Van  Antwerp,  James,  10  00 

Van  Winkle,  C.  S  ,  3  00 

Van  Vleck,  J.  T.,  10  00 

Walker,  Mrs.  Isaac,          5  0<» 

Williamson,  Dow  D.,  10  00 

Williams,  C,  10  00 

Wright,  A.  W.,   5  00 

Whitney,  Mrs,  2  00 

Zabriskie,  George  N.,  ....  5  00 
Zabriskie,  C,  2  00 
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Church  on  Washington  square. 


Archer,  W   5 

Bonney,  R.  W..   5 

Burnham,  Mrs.,   10 

Buck,  J.  W   2 

Baker,  J.  W   5 

Chalmers,  A.,  5 

Craig,  J.  J.,  3 

Coleman,  E.  W.,   2 

Fraser,  A.,   2 

Field,  C.W.,   2 

Foster,  Mr.,  3 

Foster.  Miss  2 


Groesbeck,  W.  W.,  1 

Gunn,  Mrs.,  3 

Hall,V.  G.,  10 

Hall,  J.  P  2 

Hoppock,  E. ,  5 

Hegeman,  P.  A.,  ....  . .  2 

Hunt,  E.,   2 

Hallock,  Dr.,  5 


00  I 

on 

00 

00  I 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

(ill 
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Livingston,  W.  II.,   10  00 

Lee,  D.  F   1  00 

Lambert,  J  ,   3  00 

McKesson.  John,    3  00 

Mott,  Mrs.,   2  50 

Monroe,  H   2  00 

Messerole,  A.   5  00 

Mortimer,  J.,  jr.,   5  00 

Munsell,  II.  H.,   3  00 

Maltbv,  E.,   1  00 
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ANNUAL  SERMON 

BEFORE  THE 

OF  THE  REF.  PROT.  DUTCH  CHURCH, 
Bcliberctj  fit  tfje  (CJjurcfj  on  Eafagcttc  ^Iare,  iftag  22,  1853, 

BY 

KEY.  AAEOtf  LLOYD 


g  m  m  ©  □ 


"Enlarge  the  place  of  thy  tent,  and  let  them  stretch  forth  the  curtains  of  thine  habitations: 
spare  not,  lengthen  thy  cords,  and  strengthen  thy  stakes."— Isaiah  liv.  2. 

The  Prophet  has  graphically  described,  in  the  con- 
text, the  character  and  sufferings  of  our  Redeemer. 
He  now  proceeds  to  unfold  the  enlargement  which  these 
will  procure  for  the  Church,  under  the  figure  of  an 
increasing  family,  which  requires  an  addition  to  their 
dwelling  for  their  accommodation.  The  children  of 
Zion  increase  so  rapidly  that  the  place  is  too  strait  for 
them,  and  they  break  forth  upon  the  right  and  the  left. 
Acting  upon  the  universally  recognized  principle,  that 
the  parent  is  bound  to  provide  for  the  comfortable 
maintenance  of  his  children,  the  prophet  calls  upon  the 
Church,  as  a  matron,  to  enlarge  her  habitation,  to  in- 
crease the  space  covered  by  her  tent,  extend  its  curtains, 
and  to  make  liberal  provision  for  this  enlargement, 
sparing  no  expense  in  materials,  lengthening  the  cords 
and  strengthening  the  stakes. 

Every  department  of  the  Creator's  works  seems  im- 
bued with  the  law  of  increase.  Ry  the  original  consti- 
tution under  which  he  was  placed,  man  was  to  increase 
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and  replenish  the  earth,  and  subdue  it  and  its  inhabit- 
ants to  his  control  and  use.  So  the  Church,  composed 
of  re-created  men,  is  destined  to  multiply  and  expand, 
until  she  subjugates  instrumentally  the  moral  world, 
desolated  by  sin,  to  the  rightful  dominion  of  her  Lord 
and  i  edeemer. 

In  developing  the  thought  of  the  text,  our  purpose 
will  be  to  give  it  a  practical  character,  by  showing, 

I.  That  the  great  duty  resting  upon  the  Church  is 
her  own  enlargement. 

II.  She  is  bound  to  make  large  preparations  in  anti- 
cipation of  increase  ;  and, 

III.  By  giving  some  considerations  why  our  labors, 
as  a  denomination,  should  be  directed  with  special 
reference  to  the  increase  of  our  own  branch  of  the 
Church. 

I.  The  great  duty  of  the  Church  is  Enlargement  for 
the  glory  of  her  Head.  Her  business  in  this  world  is 
to  honor  her  Lord,  by  declaring  his  glories,  and  persuad- 
ing men  to  love  and  receive  his  salvation.  Her  great 
vocation  is  to  increase,  to  enlarge  the  borders  of  her 
tent,  and  spread  forth  the  curtains  of  her  habitation. 

All  the  instructions  and  commands  of  her  Lord 
point  to  this  as  the  great  end  of  her  establishment,  and 
a  necessary  condition  of  her  development.  She  is 
represented  as  resembling  a  grain  of  mustard-seed. 
Though  this  be  one  of  the  smallest  among  seeds,  yet  its 
nature  demands  growth ;  and  hence  it  expands  until  it 
becomes  a  tree,  in  whose  shadowing  branches  the  birds 
of  the  air  come  and  dwell.  She  is  like  a  little  leaven 
which  permeates  the  whole  mass.  The  Church,  which 
is  Christianity  presented  in  a  concrete  and  organized 
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form,  is  a  moral  influence  of  vast  power.  Though 
simple  and  unpretending  in  its  aspect,  it  is  destined  to 
remould  the  social  fabric  ;  and  by  silent  and  almost 
imperceptible  advances,  to  expand  itself  into  a  vast  and 
powerful  system,  until  she  realizes  the  prophetic  vision, 
appearing  "  clear  as  the  sun,  fair  as  the  moon,  and 
terrible  to  her  enemies  as  an  army  with  banners." 

Her  history  is  but  the  development  of  the  idea  con- 
tained in  these  parables,  and  illustrates  them  in  every 
stage.  Our  Lord  left  only  a  small  band  of  disciples  to 
maintain  his  cause  and  achieve  the  moral  conquest  of 
the  world  ;  yet  his  spirit,  which  reigned  in  and  ani- 
mated them,  was  mighty,  and  its  power  was  displayed 
in  giving  them  intense  energy  and  unparalleled  success. 
The  Apostles  went  every  where  preaching  the  word, 
adorning  it  by  their  exemplary  walk,  confirming  it 
with  miracles  and  signs,  and  ordaining  elders,  preachers, 
and  evangelists,  to  whom  they  had  imparted  their  own 
zeal  and  energy.  The  word  grew  mightily.  Great 
numbers  were  added  to  the  Lord.  Judea  and  the 
adjacent  countries  were  speedily  filled  with  its  success 
during  the  thirty  years'  peace  which  God  mercifully 
granted  his  Church,  to  prepare  her  for  the  trials  which 
should  follow. 

When  the  principalities  and  powers  of  heathendom 
took  the  alarm  at  the  rapid  success  of  the  Gospel,  all 
the  strength  of  their  persecuting  vigor  was  exercised  in 
vain  to  stay  its  advance.  This  infant  Hercules  strangled 
the  serpents  who  attacked  him  in  his  cradle,  and  mount- 
ing the  throne  of  the  Caesars,  saw  the  world  bow  be- 
fore his  prowess.  Thus,  the  stone  cut  out  of  the  moun- 
tain without  hands,  grew  until  it  filled  the  earth. 
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The  Reformation  of  the  16th  century  illustrated  the 
same  fact.  True  religion  had  been  banished  from  the 
high  places  of  the  nations,  and  only  nourished  in  retired 
districts,  where  its  very  obscurity  gave  it  a  precarious 
safety.  Then  the  Holy  Spirit  once  more  descended  in 
power,  and  from  the  study  of  Martin  Luther  and  the 
churches  of  Zuingle,  Calvin,  and  Knox,  there  issued 
those  irradiations  of  truth  which  dispersed  the  sur- 
rounding darkness,  rolled  back  the  floods  of  spiritual 
ignorance  which  had  for  aees  surged  over  the  lands  of 
Europe,  and  so  despoiled  the  Man  of  Sin  of  his  power, 
that,  whatever  may  have  been  his  subsequent  preten- 
sions and  his  spasmodic  efforts,  decrepitude  has  evi- 
dently seized  upon  him.  and  the  time  of  his  departure 
draweth  nigh. 

Those  pale,  twinkling  stars  of  the  Reformation 
brightened  until  they  became  swrbs^  casting  their  clear 
and  reviving  effulgence  over  the  darkened  and  down 
trodden  nations.  Having  pursued  a  bright  and  glori- 
ous career,  they  sat  in  golden  brightness,  suffusing  the 
bending  firmament  with  glowing  radiance,  and  grand 
and  varied  forms  of  beatify.  The  bright  glories  of 
their  setting  still  linger  in  the  sky  ;  or  rather.  I  should 
say,  the  miracle  of  Joshua  has  been  repeated,  and  these 
suns  still  beam  in  the  firmament,  irradiating  the  world 
with  noon-day  splendor  :  for  instead  of  the  fathers  have 
come  up  the  children,  and  the  mantle  of  the  prophets 
has  fallen  upon  the  sons  of  the  prophets.  The  light 
which  they  kindled  shall  never  go  out  in  darkness,  but 
shall  glow  with  increasing  intensity  until  the  world  has 
been  illuminated  with  the  glory  of  God,  displayed  in 
the  wonders  of  our  redemption.     Thus,  great  effects 
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are  produced  by  the  employment  of  the  feeblest  means  ; 
stupendous  results  follow  from  the  most  insignificant 
beginnings. 

The  law  which  the  Creator  has  enstamped  upon  all 
things  here,  is  growth  and  increase.  Every  organized 
being  springs  from  a  germ,  grows  and  expands  until 
the  full  development  of  his  powers  and  principles  is 
attained,  and  he  has  fulfilled  the  end  of  his  existence. 
Thus  it  is  with  every  organized  association ;  and  so,  also, 
the  same  process  obtains  with  the  Church,  the  societ}- 
which  God  has  established  for  the  moral  training  of  his 
saints.  She  expands  from  a  germ-like  condition  into 
the  full  development  of  manhood,  training  her  sons  for 
their  future  home.  When  her  work  has  been  j^erfected 
on  earth,  and  God's  elect  ones  have  been  gathered  into 
her  bosom,  she  will  be  transferred  to  a  higher  develop- 
ment— to  a  state  of  perfect  holiness — of  triumph  and 
everlasting  blessedness. 

Thus,  the  natural  law  of  her  condition  is  increase — 
her  constant  growth  in  numbers,  and  the  continued 
development  of  the  character  of  her  members  in  the 
graces  of  the  Divine  life.  To  this  expansion  all  the  in- 
stitutions of  her  Head  point.  For  this  He  established 
ordinances  and  means  of  grace,  and  gave  the  ministry 
of  reconciliation  and  the  promise  of  his  Spirit.  His  last 
command,  "  Go  ye  into  all  the  world  and  preach  the 
Gospel  to  every  creature,"  had  in  view  the  fulfilment  of 
this  great  end  of  her  establishment.  The  kingdom  of 
heaven  will  have  an  expansion  suited  to  the  greatness 
of  its  original.  It  will  grow  and  fill  the  earth.  The 
Gospel  must  be  preached  unto  all  nations,  and  then 
shall  the  end  come. 
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The  benevolent  spirit,  which  marks  the  Gospel,  de- 
mands that  those  who  have  felt  its  saving  power,  should 
endeavor  to  impart  its  blessings  to  others.  The  Gospel 
is  a  laAv  of  love — the  republication  of  the  great  law, 
"Thou  shalt  love  thy  neighbor  as  thyself,"  with 
more  full  and  impressive  sanctions.  As  its  Author  re- 
vealed Himself  as  love,  and  went  about  doing  good,  so 
his  followers  are  to  be  like  Him,  and  labor  to  promote 
the  highest  welfare  of  their  fellow-men,  by  communicat- 
ing to  others  the  great  benefits  they  have  themselves  re- 
ceived. The  duty  of  glorifying  our  Master  requires  us  to 
embrace  every  opportunity  of  doing  good,  although  our 
benevolent  labors  should  cost  us  many  sacrifices  and 
much  self-denial.  The  greatest  of  these  can  bear  no 
comparison  to  the  gift  of  eternal  life  we  have  received. 

The  consideration  that  the  Church  by  this  benevo- 
lence will  be  enriching  instead  of  impoverishing  itself, 
adds  force  to  this  obligation.  Here  is  a  form  of  benevo- 
lence by  which  she  receives  more  abundantly  than  she 
gives.  By  enriching  others,  she  most  surely  enriches 
herself.  The  Gospel  is  an  honored  instrument  for  the 
conveyance  of  the  richest  temporal  and  social,  as  well 
as  spiritual  blessings,  and  Christians  are  bound  by  the 
law  of  love  to  impart  them  to  others. 

Again,  as  an  association  founded  by  the  rightful  au- 
thority of  her  Lord  to  show  forth  his  glory,  she  has  a 
charge  to  keep,  a  duty  to  fulfil,  she  cannot  decline.  As 
a  lawful  and  wisely-organized  society,  established  for 
the  promotion  of  great  and  good  ends,  she  is  bound  to 
perpetuate  herself  and  increase.  Under  the  blessing  of 
the  Master,  she  must  provide  a  succession  of  witnesses, 
who  shall  bear  the  truth  committed  to  her,  to  future 
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generations,  and  beyond  her  present  boundaries.  Simple 
perpetuation  requires  enlargement.    The  Church  cannot 
perpetuate  herself  in  a  growing  community,  without 
growing  herself  in  a  corresponding  ratio.    While  move- 
ment is  the  order  of  the  day ;  while  every  enterprise 
and  institution,  in  which  men  are  interested,  is  rapidly 
advancing,  and  by  that  advancement  acquiring  and 
retaining  its  hold  upon  the  affections  of  the  people,  the 
Church  cannot  remain  stationary.    Armed  with  zeal  for 
her  Lord,  and  confident  in  his  promises,  she  must  throw 
herself  into  the  floods  of  excitement,  manfully  breast 
the  waves  of  opposition,  and  pressing  vigorously  onward, 
must  advance  with  the  advancing  tide,  or  she  will  be- 
come enfeebled,  retrograde,  sink  and  die.    A  pleasant 
little  Zion  is  a  chimera,  undesired  by  intelligent  and 
hearty  Christians,  and  destined  never  to  be  realized  in 
the  whole  history  of  God's  dealings  with  his  Church. 
Her  sons  will  be  few,  and  her  heritage  small,  when  the 
oppressive  arm  of  persecution  weighs  heavily  upon  hei*. 
But  this  will  not  be  pleasant    When  this  is  removed 
and  circumstances  favor  her  expansion,  the  spontaneous 
laiv  of  her  life  will  beget  increase,  and  she  will  cease  to 
be  small.    If  she  do  not  thus  develop  herself,  it  will 
be  because  that  her  sins  cause  God  to  hide  his  face,  and 
send  coldness  and  leanness,  which  may  lead  her  to  ap- 
prehend she  has  forfeited  the  character  of  his  Zion. 
The  Church  must  either  increase  or  die  out.    She  can 
sustain  no  half-way  position  —  must  be  either  for  or 
against  her  Saviour.    The  mustard-seed  must  either 
germinate,  spring  up,  and  grow  until  it  becomes  a  tree, 
or  rot  in  the  ground. 

The  natural  and  moral  laws  of  her  existence  will  not 
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be  subserved  unless  the  Church  expands,  lengthening 
her  cords,  and  strengthening  her  stakes — unless  she 
leaves  her  old  land-marks  in  the  possession  of  her  child- 
ren, and  goes  out  and  enters  upon  the  occupancy  of 
those  numerous  territories  which  remain. 

II.  The  Church  is  bound  to  make  large  and  liberal 
preparations  in  anticipation  of  increase. 

As  increase  is  the  law  of  the  existence  of  the  Church, 
and  God  has  graciously  promised  her  this,  she  is  to  be 
in  a  state  of  expectancy,  looking  anxiously  forward  to 
full  development,  and  awaiting  the  fulfilment  of  the 
promise.  Repeated  declarations  of  Him  who  cannot 
lie,  have  intimated  the  vast  extent  which  is  to  be  given 
to  the  Church.  The  kingdom  of  our  Lord  shall  extend 
from  sea  to  sea ;  from  the  river  to  the  ends  of  the 
earth.  "The  heathen  shall  be  given  to  him  for  his 
inheritance,  and  the  uttermost  part  of  the  earth  for  his 
possession His  glory  shall  fill  the  earth,  and  his  word 
be  law  to  the  nations.  The  promise  appended  to  the 
last  command  given  to  the  Apostles,  "Lo!  I  am  with 
you  alway  even  to  the  end  of  the  world,"  assures  the 
Church  of  increase ;  commanding  them  to  go  forth 
among  all  nations,  he  promised  them  his  presence,  in- 
cluding his  favor  to  them  personally,  and  success  in  their 
labors,  throughout  all  the  earth  and  in  all  coming  time. 

The  Church,  believing  these  promises,  goes  forward 
obediently,  praying  and  laboring  earnestly  for  their 
fulfilment  in  her  increase.  She  is  not  simply  to 
labor ;  but  to  do  this  intelligently  with  reference 
to  the  promise ;  her  expectations  should  rise  to  the 
largeness  of  the  promise,  and  the  grandeur  of  the 
future  glory  which  awaits  the  Church.     Raising  her 
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anticipations  to  the  grand  realities  the  word  of  God  un- 
folds in  her  future,  the  Church  should  walk  by  faith, 
not  by  sight.  And  she  must  show  her  faith  by  her 
works  ;  as  faith  looks  forward  to  a  large  increase  of  the 
Church,  she  must  make  large  preparations  for  gathering 
in  the  abundant  harvest.  The  voice  of  God  to  the 
Church  at  all  times,  and  most  emphatically  so  at  the 
present,  is,  "  Enlarge  the  place  of  thy  tent ;  occupy  a 
larger  space  upon  the  earth  !  Go  out  from  your  ancient 
seats  and  possess  the  nations  ;  gather  the  Gentiles  into 
the  fold  of  Emmanuel,  and  cause  the  heathen  to  dwell 
in  his  tabernacles.  Let  those  that  are  of  thee,  stretch 
forth  the  curtains  of  thine  habitations.  Spare  not * 
lengthen  thy  cords  and  strengthen  thy  stakes."  The 
field  for  the  evangelical  labors  of  the  Church,  should  be 
enlarged  in  expectation  of  the  great  increase  about  to  be 
given  to  Christ's  kingdom.  The  means  for  gathering 
and  securing  this  increase  must  be  provided.  Zion's 
tabernacle  must  be  enlarged ;  its  secure  and  comforting 
shade  be  extended  to  those  who  wish  to  avail  them- 
selves of  this  shelter.  The  most  liberal  provision  must 
be  made,  and  no  expense  must  be  spared.  The  tiling 
must  be  done!  The  cause  of  our  Lord  demands  it; 
lengthen  the  cords  and  strengthen  the  stakes.  No  mere 
desire,  let  it  be  remembered ;  no  dull,  inactive  ivish  to 
have  these  things  accomplished ;  nor  half-hearted  labors, 
in  dim  anticipation  of  some  indefinite,  uncertain,  and 
distant  success,  will  meet  the  terms  of  this  stirring  ex- 
hortation. This  demands  a  firm  faith  in  the  Divine 
promise ;  an  earnest  and  joyful  looking  for  its  speedy 
fulfilment,  and  large  and  whole-souled  prej>aration  made 
in  anticipation  of  this  event.    The  Church  must  act  like 
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Noah,  when  he  prepared  the  ark  for  the  saving  of  his 
house,  and  like  David  when  he  made  munificent  pro- 
vision for  building  a  temple  to  the  Lord,  which,  never- 
theless, he  should  not  see  erected ;  we  must  walk  by 
faith,  depending  upon  the  sure  promises,  laying  broad 
and  deep  the  foundation  of  our  evangelical  institutions ; 
and,  like  the  Apostles,  go  forth  preaching  the  Gospel, 
expecting  large  results  and  wonderful  effects,  because 
the  mouth  of  the  Lord  hath  spoken. 

The  Church  must  lay  her  plans  upon  an  extended 
scale,  expecting  a  degree  of  success  beyond  what  the 
eye  of  sense  discerns.  She  must  bring  all  the  tithes, 
not  the  mere  driblets,  into  the  store-house,  and  prove 
her  Lord  whether  he  will  not  pour  her  out  a  rich  bless- 
ing. These  preparatory  labors  must  be  continued  both 
in  countries  where  the  Church  is  established  and  in  the 
regions  beyond,  despite  many  and  long-continued  dis- 
couragements, through  many  years  of  difficulty  ;  and  if 
her  faith  fail  not,  her  hopes  will  be  fulfilled.  God 
abideth  faithful,  and  will  fulfil  the  mercy  promised  to 
the  fathers ;  will  remember  his  holy  covenant.  The 
Church  should  act  in  reference  to  spiritual  increase,  as 
men  do  in  respect  to  that  which  is  purely  natural.  The 
husbandman,  who  expects  to  reap  excellent  crops,  and 
have  his  barns  filled  with  plenty,  makes  preparations 
which  correspond  with  the  largeness  of  his  anticipations. 
He  does  not  begrudge  those  expenditures  which  are 
necessary  in  preparing  the  soil,  nourishing  the  crops, 
and  in  gathering  and  preserving  them.  These  labors 
and  expenditures  he  often  feels  are  large  ;  but  when 
compared  with  the  gains  they  are  the  means  of  reaping 
and  preserving,  he  is  satisfied,  and  cheerfully  makes 
them. 
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The  tradesman  and  mechanic,  who  expect  to  prosper 
in  business,  prepare  themselves  for  their  calling,  and 
make  such  preparations  to  accommodate  their  business, 
that  when  it  comes,  it  finds  them  prepared  to  reap  its 
gains. 

So  the  merchant,  who  is  convinced  of  the  practica- 
bility of  pursuing  a  certain  trade  with  profit,  provides 
himself  with  a  sufficient  amount  of  shipping,  stock,  and 
capital,  that  he  may  reap  the  golden  harvests  to  which 
he  is  invited.  Nor  does  he,  when  successful,  regret 
these  expenditures,  because  he  considers  them  a  neces- 
sary means  to  a  desired  end. 

So  when  God  has  promised  that  his  Church  shall 
"  spread  her  boughs  to  the  sea,  and  her  branches  to  the 
river ;  "  that  she  shall  have  the  widest  possible  extent, 
and  the  largest  measure  of  increase,  she  should  act  as 
wisely  as  the  children  of  this  world,  and  as  her  members 
do  in  their  private  business,  and  make  ample  provision 
for  gathering  and  preserving  the  increase  wherewith 
God  shall  bless  her.  For  this,  she  is  taught  to  pray 
and  labor ;  and  the  measure  of  her  faithful  preparation 
will  indicate  the  measure  of  her  future  success.  In  this 
work  the  Church  should  spare  not.  She  should  pursue 
no  stinted  policy,  nor  trim  the  ark  of  the  Lord  in  a 
mean,  parsimonious  manner.  With  respect  to  any  of 
the  benevolent  enterprises  of  the  Church,  her  great 
machinery  for  glorifying  the  Master  and  increasing  her 
numbers,  there  should  be  no  "  penny  wise  and  pound 
foolish'1  policy  pursued.  The  action  of  the  Church 
should  be  characterized  by  liberal  and  whole-souled 
preparation,  commensurate  with  the  desired  blessing. 
As  she  sows,  so  shall  she  reap.    If  she  sow  sparingly, 
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she  shall  also  reap  sparing^  Her  interest,  safety,  and 
blessedness  are  identified  with  her  acting  the  part  of 
the  liberal  soul ;  devising  liberal  things,  for  by  these, 
and  not  by  stinted  devisings,  shall  she  be  established. 

III.  We  propose  to  give  some  considerations  why  our 
labor,  as  a  denomination,  should  be  specially  directed 
to  the  increase  of  our  own  branch  of  the  Church. 

We  are  apt  to  restrict  our  expectations  of  the  fulfil- 
ment of  promises  in  the  increase  of  the  Church  to  some 
general,  indefinite,  or  abstract  idea  of  the  Church.  "We 
seldom  apprehend  the  fact,  that  this  great  blessing  will 
be  reserved  for  every  one  of  the  tribes  of  Israel  who  are 
faithful  to  their  covenant  engagements  and  look  for  the 
promised  good.  The  desire  for  the  union  of  Chris- 
tians, laudable  in  itself,  which  characterizes  the  pre- 
sent period  of  the  Church,  and  which  has  been  cher- 
ished by  our  Church,  in  a  manner  injurious  to  herself, 
has  so  enstamped  itself  upon  the  minds  of  our  people, 
that  great  numbers  have  been  disciplined  to  feel  that 
they  can  do  no  good  whatever,  can  promote  no  Christian 
enterprise,  except  by  renouncing  for  the  time  being, 
their  Church,  relations,  and  planting  themselves  upon 
what  is  called  the  ground  of  a  common  Christianity. 
The  endeavor  to  promote  Christian  union  is  commenda- 
ble; but  it  maybe  carried  too  far.  The  visible  union 
may  be  procured  at  too  great  a  sacrifice.  There  is  no  union 
in  forsaking  our  own  family,  and  neglecting  duties  de- 
volving upon  us  there,  in  order  to  build  up  our  neigh- 
bor's interests,  or  attend  to  the  general  concerns  of  the 
community.  The  Church,  as  at  present  constituted,  is 
divided  into  parts  and  families.    However  unpleasant 
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to  the  pious  observer  this  divided  state  of  the  Church 
may  be,  we  doubt  whether  she  will  present  a  perfectly 
uniform  appearance,  or  cast  away  all  subordinate  names, 
until  she  is  made  one  with  her  Head  in  heaven.  The 
promises  of  favor  and  increase  given  to  the  spiritual 
Israel,  as  a  whole,  must  of  course  include  all  its  parts, 
and  reach  every  tribe  and  family  of  all  the  hosts  of  the 
Lord.  If  our  branch  of  the  Church  be  a  part  of  the 
Church  Catholic,  she  is  included  in  every  promise  given, 
and  sustains  the  obligation  of  every  command  which 
has  been  enforced;  and  is  interested  in  the  message 
which  the  prophet  bore  to  the  ancient  Church,  and 
which  I  now  bear  to  you,  "  Enlarge  the  place  of  thy 
tent,"  etc.  But  we  have  failed  to  realize  our  interest  as 
a  Church  in  these  promises,  commands,  and  exhortations. 
As  a  Church,  our  faith  has  not  risen  to  that  lofty  posi- 
tion, from  which  we  might  have  discerned  the  glories 
reserved  for  the  redeemed  of  the  Lord,  and  the 
triumphs  which  await  the  Church  in  the  latter  days. 
While  it  has  been  our  aim  in  some  measure  to  do  good, 
we  have  not  realized  the  grand  mission,  which  was  be- 
fore us,  as  a  part  of  that  Zion,  which  is  to  arise  and 
shine ;  to  break  forth  upon  the  right  hand  and  the 
left ;  to  grow  and  fill  the  earth.  We  have  not  grasped 
the  amplitude  of  the  promise,  nor  the  fulness  of  its 
blessings.  Hence  our  measure  of  obligation  has  not 
been  realized,  nor  have  our  desires  for  the  increase  of 
our  Zion  induced  whole-hearted  and  energetic  efforts  at 
extension.  We  have  been  satisfied  with  mere  existence, 
and  many  seem  to  think  we  have  done  exceedingly  well 
in  achieving  a  partial  preservation.  Our  existence  can 
only  be  called  a  partial  preservation;  for  had  the 
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natural  increase  of  our  people  all  continued  with  us,  our 
Zion  would  have  been  five-io\<\,  if  not  fc?z-fold  greater 
than  it  is  now.    Like  the  Jews  who  returned  from  the 
Babylonian  exile,  we  are  only  the  remnant  of  the 
people,  the  mere  skeleton  of  that  immense  body,  who 
should  have  returned  to  give  glory  to  God  for  all  the 
wondrous  things  which  He  hath  done.    This  leanness 
is  the  natural  effect  of  the  want  of  apprehension  that 
we  must  expand  and  increase ;  that  we  have  the  same 
rights  and  duties  with  other  branches  of  the  Church. 
We  have  not  appropriated  our  privileges,  appreciated 
our  birthright  nor  our  filial  duties.    We  have  not  real- 
ized the  high  mission,  placed  before  us,  in  the  word  and 
providence  of  God,  and  hence  have  not  wisely  enlarged, 
nor  with  a  liberal  zeal  labored  for  the  extension  of  our 
Zion.    Our  position,  its  duties  and  privileges,  have  been 
apprehended  indeed  by  some,  and  hence  we  have  not 
been  altogether  fruitless.  But  they  have  not  taken  hold  of 
the  mind  and  heart  of  the  Church.    Hence  we  have 
never  engaged  as  a  Church  earnestly  in  the  business  of 
increase  ;  have  not  prayed,  agonized,  labored,  and  hoped, 
as  though  we  believed  it  a  reality  that  our  Zion  was 
interested  in  the  promises  made  to  the  Church  universal. 
That  it  was  a  possible  and  a  probable  thing  that  she 
would  be  increased — that  God  would  own  her  as  his, 
by  pouring  upon  her  the  showers  of  his  grace,  and 
make  her  spring  up  as  among  the  grass,  and  grow  as  the 
lily.    Until  this  fact  be  realized,  faith  apprehend  it 
as  a  ground  of  confidence,  and  our  hope  be  enlarged  to 
grasp  the  promise  of  increase,  we  shall  extend  very 
slowly.    Our  efforts  will  be  proportioned  to  the  feeble- 
ness of  faith,  and  our  success  be  circumscribed  by  our 
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narrow  expectations.  The  measure  of  our  labor  is 
usually  the  measure  of  our  success,  because  it  is  the 
means  of  obtaining  it,  That  our  Church  has  been  thus 
wanting  in  duty,  is  manifest  from  the  general  acknow- 
ledgment of  the  fact,  founded  upon  the  general  convic- 
tion. Our  comparative  feebleness,  after  the  enjoyment 
of  unparalleled  advantages,  since  the  settlement  of  this 
country,  shows  it  plainly.  Our  apathy  shines  conspic- 
uous in  all  our  past  history. 

A  liberal  enlargement  should  be  given  to  all  our 
schemes  of  benevolence.  The  Church  should  not 
hesitate  to  put  this  in  execution,  though  it  may  cost 
much  pains-taking  and  money.  Love  to  our  Lord, 
desire  for  the  extension  of  his  kingdom,  and  attach- 
ment to  the  Zion  in  which  we  received  our  spiritual  birth 
and  training,  all  demand  that  we  should  enlarge  the 
place  of  our  tent,  and  make  glorious  the  place  for  the 
feet  of  Zion's  King.  Liberal  timers  should  be  devised 
and  executed,  knowing  that  by  liberal  things  we  shall 
stand.  If  to  give  more  enlarged  efficiency  to  our 
operations,  it  be  necessary  to  provide  each  of  our  Boards 
with  a  competent  Secretary  and  Agent,  it  should  be 
done ;  such  an  additional  force  would  give  a  new 
impetus  to  our  whole  action.  The  great  want  of  our 
Church  is  labor ;  this  with  the  Divine  blessing  builds  up 
the  waste  places,  and  extends  the  bounds  of  Zion.  Our 
ministry,  standing  idle  in  the  market-place,  must  go  to 
work  upon  the  LorcPs  credit  if  no  church  have  hired 
them ;  our  people  must  be  active  and  laborious,  full  of 
zeal  for  the  Lord,  ready  to  be  pains-takers  for  the 
advancement  of  our  Lord's  kingdom,  and  recollecting  that 
the  ministry  cannot  do  all  the  spiritual  labor  a  parish 
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may  furnish,  and  that  one  very  important  kind  of  labor 
demanded  in  these  days,  is  to  give  of  their  money  for  the 
furtherance  of  the  prosperity  of  the  Church.  Money  is 
the  representative  of  labor,  and  the  amount  of  his  labor 
given  to  any  object  corresponds  with  the  time  necessary 
for  the  giver's  income  to  accumulate  that  sum  which  he 
bestows. 

The  first  want  being  Labor,  the  next  is  like  unto  it ; 
labor  wisely  adapted  to  our  increase.  This  labor  should 
be  devoted  to  the  glory  of  God  in  the  upbuilding  of  that 
portion  of  his  kingdom  in  ivhich  he  has  pleiced  our  lot, 
Christians  are  ever  to  learn  their  duty  in  the  light  of 
God's  Providence.  This,  as  well  as  his  word,  bids  us 
u  love  our  neighbor  as  ourselves ;"  while  it  will  by  no 
means  restr  ict  our  benevolent  action  to  those  immediately 
connected  with  us,  it  will  certainly  direct  toivard  them 
our  first  and  most  vigorous  attention. 

We  cannot  understand  that  Christianity  which  con- 
stantly oversteps  the  bounds  of  Providence,  and  ever 
engages  in  far-fetched  labors,  while  neglecting  those 
which  Providence  has  manifestly  placed  beside  our  own 
doors.  Our  great  work  as  a  Church,  is  evidently, 
brethren,  to  glorify  God  by  advancing  the  interests  of 
that  portion  of  his  kingdom  committed  to  our  charge. 
This  is  our  first  and  great  business.  The  prosecution  of 
this  object  with  the  utmost  assiduity,  while  laying  no 
obstacles  to  the  lawful  and  proper  development  of  other 
branches  of  the  Church,  is  no  sectarian  bigotry  ;  on  the 
contrary,  it  is  an  enlightened  and  conscientious  regard  for 
the  extension  of  Christ's  kingdom,  the  standing  of  his  j)eo- 
ple,  each  in  his  lot,  awaiting  the  end  of  days.  To  be 
in  a  church  whose  interests  one  does  not  make  it  his 
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great  endeavor  to  promote,  is  occupying  a  false  position, 
and  is,  to  say  the  least,  acting  from  a  mistaken  sense  of 
duty,  or  from  no  sense  at  all ! 

There  are  some  special  reasons  why  our  pious  labors 
as  a  denomination  should  be  directed  especially  to  the 
upbuilding  of  our  own  Church. 

1.  It  is  a  branch  of  the  true  Church  of  Christ,  and 
deserves  to  be  preserved  and  prospered.  This  proposi- 
tion will  not  be  denied,  but,  on  the  contrary,  will  be 
cheerfully  maintained  by  all  who  have  received  their 
spiritual  birth-right  in  her  bosom,  or  have  adopted  it  as 
their  spiritual  home.  It  is  a  branch  of  that  Church 
which  joined  with  the  Reformers  in  throwing  off  the 
tyranny  and  abominations  of  Rome ;  and  has,  by  her 
favoring  Head,  been  continued  in  the  enjoyment  of  the 
pure  word  and  ordinances,  and  a  faithful  ministry.  She 
has  been  honored  in  bearing  faithfully  the  testimony  of 
Jesus  against  numerous  errors,  and  has  produced  a  host 
of  martyrs  and  confessors  of  the  blessed  doctrines  of 
divine  sovereignty  and  electing  grace.  God  has  thrown 
around  her  the  shield  of  his  protection,  and  honored 
her  as  an  instrument  in  declaring  his  truth,  maintaining 
it  in  perilous  times,  and  making  his  name  great  among 
the  Gentiles. 

Our  branch  of  the  Church  deserves  to  be  continued, 
because  of  her  excellent  form  of  government ;  the  form 
of  sound  words  presented  in  her  standards ;  the  glorious 
and  precious  contributions  she  has  made  to  the  army  of 
martyrs  and  confessors  of  the  name  of  Jesus ;  the  bright 
galaxy  of  faithful  and  distinguished  names  emblazoned 
in  her  history ;  and  because  of  all  the  glorious  things 
which  God  hath  done  by  her.    Yes !  methinks  I  hear 
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your  unanimous  response:  "She  ought  to  be  pre- 
served !"  May  God  give  us  grace  to  resolve  in  depend- 
ence upon  him,  She  must  and  shall  he  preserved!  We 
prefer  Jerusalem  above  our  chief  joy. 

Ye  venerated  fathers  !  shall  not  the  Church  in  whose 
ministry  you  have  grown  hoary,  be  prospered,  and  con- 
tinued to  the  latest  generations  a  bright  monument  of 
the  covenant-faithfulness  of  her  Head  ? 

Beloved  brethren!  who  have  vowed  to  give  this 
Church  the  best  service  of  your  lives,  shall  it  not 
remain  a  memento  of  your  zealous  labors  and  high- 
souled  Christian  enterprise  ?  Ye  young  men  !  who  are 
strong,  shall  not  this  Church,  honored  of  God,  and 
loved  by  your  fathers,  receive  your  energetic  labors  and 
ardent  prayers  ?  Shall  it  not  expand  and  increase  ?  Or 
shall  it  be  barely  continued  in  a  precarious  existence 
for  a  time,  and  then  infallibly  die  for  the  want  of  an 
enlarged  Christian  zeal  and  enterprise,  adapted  to  the 
times  in  which  we  are  cast,  the  providences  before  us, 
and  the  word  of  God  our  guide  ?  With  you,  under 
God,  rests  the  decision  of  this  question.  Instrumental!}7 
our  church  will  he  what  we  make  it. 

2.  It  is  only  by  directing  our  labor  to  the  increase  of 
our  own  Zion,  that  we  can  expect  to  preserve  its  fruit 
for  our  encouragement.  We  are  so  constituted  that  we 
need  the  evidence  that  our  labor  is  successful,  yielding 
fruit  as  a  stimulus  to  further  exertion.  The  most  ready 
way  by  which  success  can  be  rendered  tangible,  is  by 
directing  our  labor  to  the  increase  of  our  own  branch 
of  the  Church.  Here  there  is  sufficient  distinctness  in 
the  object  and  its  vicissitudes  to  enable  us  to  rejoice  in 
the  success  attained,  and  mourn  and  humble  ourselves 
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under  the  reverses  experienced,  without  having  the  at- 
tention distracted  and  the  mind  bewildered  by  the  mag- 
nitude of  the  work,  in  the  contemplation  of  which  the 
success  of  some  portions  is  overlooked,  and  the  reverses 
of  others  are  forgotten.  Thus  the  alternate  lights  and 
shades  in  the  life  of  the  Church,  resembling  those  of  the 
individual  Christian  life,  are  not  closely  observed ;  and 
one  effect  of  these  providences,  the  discipline  of  the 
Clmrcli,  is  in  a  great  measure  lost. 

The  enterprises  in  which  we  engage  for  the  glory  of 
the  Master,  should  be  conducted  so  as  to  enlist  our 
sympathies.  This  object  can  be  better  secured  by  labor- 
ing to  advance  the  interests  of  religion,  through  the  up- 
building of  that  particular  portion  of  the  Church  we 
prefer,  and  in  which  God  has  placed  us,  than  by  the 
pursuit  of  general  and  indefinite  aims. 

The  great  spiritual  battles  against  the  principalities 
and  powers  of  this  world,  are  to  be  fought  by  a  dis- 
ciplined army,  divided  into  convenient  bodies,  each  of 
which  is  to  maintain  the  contest,  not  by  fighting  at 
random  over  the  whole  field,  but  by  well-directed  and 
earnest  conflict  in  that  particular  portion  of  it,  where 
the  Great  Captain  has  assigned  its  position. 

Systematic  labors  have  a  form  and  casement  which 
preserves  them.  Thus  John  Wesley's  system  lives  in  a 
vast  body  of  organized  adherents  in  this  country  and 
England ;  whereas  the  Methodism  of  Whitefield  almost 
ended  with  his  own  life.  The  labors  of  the  latter  have 
not  indeed  been  lost.  They  have  undoubtedly  mingled 
themselves  with  the  general  mass  of  good  which  has 
been  done  during  the  last  century;  and  will,  under 
the  Divine  direction,  be  multiplying  themselves  while 
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the  world  shall  stand.  But  the  results  of  the  system- 
atic labors  of  the  other  are  more  tangible.  They  more 
easily  preserve  the  faith  inculcated,  and  afford  its  fol- 
lowers constant  encouragement,  and  stimulate  them  to 
increased  exertions.  The  rapid  up-building  of  almost 
every  other  branch  of  the  Church  in  this  country  illus- 
trates the  same  idea.  Nearly  all  these  have  labored  for 
their  own  advancement,  as  a  means  of  doing  good  and 
spreading  the  Gospel,  and  have  grown  rapidly.  We, 
on  the  other  hand,  fearing  the  ghost  of  sectarianism, 
have  almost  entirely  neglected  the  increase  of  our  own 
Church,  as  a  means  of  doing  good,  and  have  sought 
other  channels  than  our  own,  as  the  media  through 
which  our  benevolent  exertions  should  flow  out  to  bless 
the  world.  The  consequence  has  been  our  comparative 
leanness.  Others  have  far  outstripped  us  in  progress, 
and  have  been  more  useful  also,  as  their  evident  success 
has  stimulated  themselves  and  others  to  greater  activity  ; 
while  our  comparative  want  of  success  has  had  a  dis- 
piriting effect  upon  our  own  people. 

The  lineage  of  our  Church  marks  out  before  her  a 
distinct  field  of  labor,  differing  from  that  of  any  other 
Church  in  this  country.  Being  the  oldest  daughter  of 
the  Reformed  Church,  having  received  her  pedigree 
from  the  renowned  Church  of  Holland,  God  has  planted 
her  here  in  the  heart  of  this  asylum  of  liberty — this 
land  where  we  worship  God  according  to  our  con- 
victions of  truth  and  righteousness.  Does  not  God 
manifestly  intend  by  this  providence,  that  our  Church 
should  be  ready  to  greet  and  receive  to  her  bosom  the 
sons  and  daughters  of  the  Reformed  Churches  of 
Europe,  whom  He  is  shaking  out  into  our  lap?  The 
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Hollanders  begin  again  to  turn  their  thoughts  to  this 
land  as  a  desirable  and  permanent  home.  The  emigra- 
tion from  Germany  pours  in  upon  us,  in  one  constantly 
swelling  tide.  This  mass  of  living  men,  which  surges  in 
upon  us,  with  every  swell  of  the  Atlantic,  naturally 
falls  to  us,  as  the  field  of  our  evangelical  labor.  Within 
a  few  years,  this  field  has  opened  in  a  most  wonderful 
and  hopeful  manner.  God  has  brought  our  brethren  of 
the  European  churches  to  our  doors,  and  is  calling 
upon  us  to  receive  and  bless  them.  And  this  field  will 
open  wider  and  wider  with  our  national  increase  and 
prosperity.  So  long  as  tyranny  stands  with  his  foot 
booted  and  spurred  upon  the  bleeding  neck  of  the 
prostrate  form  of  liberty,  and  with  his  sword  pointed 
at  her  heart,  her  votaries  will  flee  from  the  oppressions 
of  the  Old  World  to  seek  freedom  in  the  New !  Until 
the  strong  power,  which  there  presses  down  the  mass 
of  humanity,  and  forces  out  its  choicest  as  well  as  its 
worst  elements  upon  us,  is  removed,  there  will  be  a 
peculiar  work  for  our  Church  to  perform,  and  her  mis- 
sion will  not  be  fulfilled !  Till  freedom  is  obtained  for 
her  aspirants  in  the  countries  of  Europe,  they  will  seek 
her  advantages  upon  our  more  favored  soil.  And  as 
the  last  hope  of  obtaining  these  dies  out  in  the  breast 
of  the  Italian  and  the  Hungarian,  they,  too,  will  join 
the  Northern  Hive,  which  pours  its  myriads  in  ceaseless 
swarms  upon  our  shores.  Until  these  rushing  waves  of 
immigration  be  stayed,  there  will  be  a  field  of  labor, 
which  our  Church  can  cultivate,  as  a  distinct  body,  more 
appropriately  and  effectually,  than  were  she  merged  in 
some  other  denomination  of  Christians  ;  and  until  that 
event,  her  natural  mission  will  not  be  accomplished. 
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Every  principle  and  idea  which  is  applicable,  as  an 
exhortation  or  encouragement  to  labor,  for  the  continu- 
ance and  enlargement  of  our  own  branch  of  Zion,  is  also 
applicable  to  every  portion  of  the  field  occupied  by 
her,  and  especially  to  the  great  cities  in  her  territory. 
Our  Lord  commanded  his  Apostles  to  begin  the  preach- 
ing of  his  Gospel  at  Jerusalem,  the  centre  of  ecclesiasti- 
cal and  social  influence  to  the  Jand  of  Palestine  and  the 
Jewish  world.  The  history  of  their  labors  shows  us 
that  they  directed  them  especially  to  the  centres  of 
population  and  influence  in  the  ancient  world.  There 
was  practical  wisdom  in  this  arrangement.  It  was  the 
method  by  which  the  All-wise  Head  of  the  Church  ex- 
tended the  knowledge  of  the  Gospel  through  so  many 
lands,  in  so  short  a  space  of  time.  Perhaps  one  great 
reason  why  our  Church  has  grown  so  slowly,  is  that  we 
have  practised  too  little  upon  this  model.  Our  Church 
was  first  planted  in  our  influential  cities,  toward  which 
every  thing  tended,  and  yet  our  increase  has  been  mainly 
in  the  country,  and  in  country  towns  and  villages. 

This  Society,  in  whose  interests  we  are  assembled 
this  evening,  is  laboring  to  accomplish  this  Divine  and 
Apostolic  model.  They  have  begun  with  the  swelling 
population  of  this  great  city — the  beatiug  heart  of  this 
Western  Continent — the  centre  of  commercial  and  social 
influence  to  a  large  portion  of  the  world.  And, 
brethren !  you  are  laboring  in  the  right  direction,  and 
in  the  right  method ;  you  are  endeavoring  to  promote 
the  evangelization  of  our  teeming  population,  by  carry- 
ing to  their  doors  the  Gospel,  through  the  institutions 
of  our  own  Church,  to  build  upon  the  foundation  of  the 
apostles  and  prophets  after  the  example  of  the  fathers 


HER  OWN  ENLARGEMENT. 


4  7 


of  the  Reformation.  Your  effort  to  lengthen  the  cords 
and  strengthen  the  stakes  of  Zion,  is  worthy  of  warm 
sympathy  'and  vigorous  co-operation.  The  Church 
should  enable  you  to  devise  liberal  things  for  her  ex- 
tension, knowing  that  by  liberal  things  shall  she  be 
established.  The  present  time  esjDecially  demands  the 
most  earnest  labor  of  every  body  of  Christians  in  this 
city.  The  Crystal  Palace,  while  promoting  arts  and 
industry,  will  be  the  occasion,  if  not  the  cause,  of  a  vast 
amount  of  demoralization.  While  the  flood-gates  of 
vice  are  opened  to  deluge  our  population,  Christians 
should  liberally  furnish  this  Society  with  the  means  of 
lifting  up  a  standard  against  the  enemy. 

The  importance  of  the  line  of  labor  insisted  on  in  this 
discourse,  is  the  growing  conviction  of  our  Church.  A 
new  day,  we  believe,  is  dawning  upon  our  Zion  !  The 
day-star  casts  his  reviving  light  upon  us,  and  on  every 
hand  there  are  signs  of  renewed  life  !  There  appears  a 
growing  conviction  of  our  strength  in  the  faithfulness  of 
a  covenant-keeping  God,  and  of  our  responsibility  to 
him,  which  awaken  the  liveliest  hopes  for  the  future ! 
Though  much  has  been  lost  by  past  neglect,  yet  many 
resources  and  advantages  still  remain.  Should  we  use 
these  discreetly,  and  go  to  work  right  earnestly,  much 
of  the  ground  which  has  bee^  lost,  may  be  regained. 
God  will  bless  these  earnest  and  faithful  labors  with 
increase,  for  our  own  comfort  and  His  glory.  When 
His  face  shall  be  turned  toward  Zion,  then,  instead  of 
glorying  in  her  leanness,  she  will  enlarge  the  borders 
of  her  inheritance ;  she  will  spread  forth  the  curtains  of 
her  habitation ;  she  will  not  spare  of  her  substance  in 
making  liberal  provision  for  her  increase.  Therefore 
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God  will  cause  her  to  rejoice  in  the  fulfilment  of  his 
promises  of  blessing  to  his  Church.  The  merchandise 
of  Ethiopia  shall  be  brought  unto  her,  and  the  kings  of 
the  earth  shall  pay  tribute.  Her  children  shall  break 
forth  upon  the  right  hand  and  the  left,  and  build  the 
waste  places !  Zion  will  be  made  glorious,  becoming 
beautiful  for  situation,  the  joy  of  the  whole  land  ! 

May  God,  who  hath  promised  and  cannot  lie,  hasten 
the  desired  era,  for  His  own  glory !  Amen. 

Note. — It  may  be  proper  to  state,  by  way  of  explanation  to  those  who 
were  present  at  the  delivery  of  this  Discourse,  that  it  has  been  somewhat 
abridged  by  the  Publishing  Committee. 


